





THE BLOODY SUNDAY INQUIRY

I, Soidier 115 will say that:

1. On 30 January 1972, I was a Sergeant in 1 Platoon, A Company, The Second Battalion,
The Royal Green Jackets and was based with the battalion at Ballykelly Barracks.

2. I had been on a tour of Northern Ireland since 1969 and the battalion had been based
permanently in Derry. My duties included foot patrols, vehicle patrols and helicopter
patrols and the manning of vehicle checkpoints such as the checkpoints on the Craigavon
Bridge. However, I had not just carried out duties in Derry but had also been posted to
South Armagh and other parts of the Province. It was my experience that you could
sometimes be on duty for 23 hours a day and could be called out to carry out many
different duties. I would often be called out to deal with a riot or a situation when shots
had been heard and reported. The IRA would pay rioters to start a riot, the rioters would
disperse and the IRA would then fire upon the troops. I was fired at close to the Lecky
Road by Stanley’s Walk and other soldiers were killed, paralysed and injured in Derry
at that time. However, that said, there was sometimes a decent relationship between the
military and members of the community aged over 50 who were not usually interested
in confrontation. Elderly women would often bring the men tea and biscuits late at night,
particularly at the vehicle checkpoints on the Craigavon Bridge.

3. I think that the whole of the Second Battalion, The Royal Green Jackets, was involved
in some way in the military operation on 30 January 1972 and all the soldiers in the
battalion attended a briefing on the moming of the march which was given by the
Divisional Brigadier whose name I cannot remember. My platoon was ordered to, first
of all, protect the Royal Engineers who were to erect a barrier on William Street and,
thereafter, to man the barrier and prevent the marchers moving through the barrier. I was
not informed that the paras were to be involved in the military operation that day but it
was not unusual for one battalion to co-operate with another battalion in an operation
and, in fact, this was quite normal practice in Derry at that time. [ was advised that there
would be an RUC Officer of, [ believe, the rank of Inspector positioned on the western
side of the barrier namely in front of the barrier and on the opposite side of the barrier to
my platoon. He was going to liaise with the organisers of the move should there be any
attempt by the marchers to move through the barrier. The RUC and the military often
carried out duties together in Derry.

4. In the early afternoon on that Sunday I left the barracks at Ballykelly with the rest of my
platoon and, in three Pigs, headed along the Strand Road, past Waterloo Place and onto
William Street. There were about nineteen soldiers in my platoon which included a
Sergeant, three Corporals, Riflemen and Lance Corporals. The Royal Enginéers may
have also been stationed at Ballykelly Barracks or close to Ballykelly Barracks and may
have travelled with my platoon to William Street. It was quiet when we arrived on
William Street which, I believe, was about one and a half hours before the march was due
to start. I now assume that, at the same time, soldiers were being deployed at various
locations in Londonderry including soldiers from the other platoons of A Company, The
Second Battalion, The Royal Green Jackets. The three Pigs were parked across the road
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at the bottom of William Street to the east of where the barrier was to be erected in a line
facing west along William Street. I believe that the water cannon which was later nsed
may have been brought to William Street from Waterloo barracks.

The men were deployed by the Platoon Commander to protect the Royal Engineers whiist
the barrier was erected. I also recail the Battalion 2IC and the Company 2IC being in the
area at the time. The men were positioned in doorways on both sides of William Street
from the eastern end of William Stireet towards the junction of William Street and
Rossville Street. Each of the soldiers in my platoon was camrying an SLR and
ammunition consisting of 7.62mm bullets. I deployed two snipers on each side of
William Street but I cannot now remember precisely where I deployed the snipers as I
cannot now recall any of the buildings on William Street. The snipers were deployed on
the roofs of, I believe, three storey buildings which may have been shops.

I remained by the Pigs close to where the barrier was being erected by the Royal
Engineers. The barrier was made from two sets of wooden crosses and barbed wire. I
consider that the position of the barrier on William Street as marked on the map, which
is appendix 1 to this statement, as barrier 14 is not correct and that the barrier was
actually erected slightly further west along William Strect close to where there was a
bend in William Street.

As soon as the barrier had been erected, the Royal Engineers withdrew from William
Street and, at that stage, each of the men in my platoon placed his SLR in the Pigs and
swapped the SLR for 2 Greener Gun which fired a single round of rubber bullet gas fired
from a SLR in a canister. The men then took up positions to the east of the barrier. The
two stipers remained in the same positions.

As my platoon then waited for the march to arrive each of the men was wearing a helmet
with a visor and was carrying a riot shield, a Greener gun and a gas mask.

I estimate that around 2500 people moved east along William Street towards the barrier.
The people in the crowd were of different ages, including children as young as eight or
nine years old, but most of them were men. People were shouting and screaming. There
were perhaps twenty or thirty real agitators who moved right up to the barrier and were
shouting abuse at our men. There was just one row of us standing behind the barrier and
in front of the three Pigs. I was standing in the middle of the row and in front of the
middle of the three Pigs. .

The RUC Officer had been standing in front of the barrier on the western side of the
barrier as the crowd had approached along William Street and remained in this position
after the crowd had arrived at the barrier to try to talk to the organisers of the march who
were distinguishable by the jackets and ties which they were wearing, The crowd started
to throw missiles such as rocks, tin cans, stones and botiles but, I recall, no nail bombs
or petrol bombs. The RUC Officer attempted to calm down the crowd and there were a
few people in the crowd who were similarly urging others to calm down and disperse.
However, missiles continued to be thrown, one of which hit the RUC Officer’s helmet,
knocked the helmet off his head and split his head open. The RUC Officer then came
through the barrier to receive first aid treatment.

It was at around this point in time that I heard a high velocity round fired from the
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direction of the Rossville Flats. I heard the high velocity round fired at quite an early
stage of the riot, soon after the crowd had started to throw missiles and before any of the
men in my platoon had fired any rubber bullets and gas from an SLR. I could instantly
recognise the sound of a high velocity shot being fired which, of course, I had fired
myself in the past. I believed that the high velocity round could have been a 7.62mm
bullet being fired or a shot being fired from an Armalite of a smaller calibre which made
a very similar sound. I was quite sure that the high velocity round had been fired from
the direction of the Rossville Flats which were south of the barrier to my left.

As the riot continued, I was hit on my elbow by a rock. After the riot had been going on
for about ten minutes I ordered the men to fire a volley of rubber bullet CS gas from
SLR, I believe, the same time. Gas canisters were fired from a2 SLR by removing a pin
from the cartridge and inserting the cartridge into a tube at the end of a SLR and firing.
Rubber bullets and gas would only have been fired following an order from me to the
men. I believe that the sequence of events was that a volley of rubber bullets and gas
were fired at the crowd but, as the crowd did not disperse, the water cannon was brought
forward west towards the barrier, close to the barrier although not right up to it, and it
sprayed water containing dye at the crowd. I did not order the water cannon to be
brought forward and did not even particularly notice the water cannon before it moved
towards the barrier. I now assume that a driver had remained in the water cannon and
that he had a radio with him and that an order must have come through to him to move
forward towards the barrier. The water cannon also had minimal effect and failed to
disperse the crowd. The water cannon did not withdraw and remained close to the
barrier. A gas canister was, at some point, thrown back over the barrier by someone in
the crowd which made each of us put on the gas mask under the visor of the helmet. I
then ordered a further volley of rubber bullets and gas to be fired at the crowd but still the
crowd remained at the barrier. I could not see whether any of the rubber bullets hit
anybody because of smoke and dust. The water cannon then sprayed the crowd for a
second time but again had a limited effect. The water cannon then withdrew east, away
from the barrier. I think that I may then have ordered further volleys of rubber bullets
and gas to be fired at the crowd and believe that a total of around 120 rubber bullets were
fired that day by men in my platoon. The Greener gun had to be re-loaded each time a
volley of rubber bullets was fired because, as I have previously stated, a Greener gun was
capable of firing only a single round.

A number of people were still at the bamier throwing missiles and the men were
continuing to fire rubber bullets and gas when an order came through to open the barrier
to allow the paras through. There was an A41 radio in one of the three Pigs parked
behind the barrier across William Street. The A41 radio provided an insecure link. The
order must have been passed over the radio and the driver of one of the Pigs must, I
believe, have indicated to me that an order had come through on the radio and that the
barrier was to be opened to allow the paras through. I think that it was the driver of the
middle of the three Pigs who made me aware of the order. This was the first order that
I received in the course of the riot taking place at the barrier. I assumed that the order had
filtered down from the Brigadier to the Commander and then to the Company
Commander and then to me.

As [ have previously stated, I do not believe that I was informed at the briefing that the

paras would be deployed that day behind my platoen at the eastern end of William Street.
However, 1 imagine that the Commander and the Company Commander would have
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known that the paras were to be on duty and what their role was to be. As the riot had
been escalating, I had noticed the paras, for the first time, as they were kneeling down by
shop doorways on the north side of William Street behind me and the men at the eastern
end of William Street. Although I had not had any idea that the paras were in position
behind my platoon until I had noticed them kneeling by the doorways, I was not
altogether surprised to see the paras and just thought to myself that they must have been
brought to Northemn Ireland for the season of marches. I assumed from the dress of the
paras and the fact that they were not weighed down by equipment but were ready to run
that they were to go into the Bogside as a “snatch squad”. Each of the paras was wearing
ared beret and was carrying an SLR and a baton.

The barrier was opened by a couple of men from my platoon but none of the Pigs was
moved. There was still quite a large crowd of people in front of the barrier as the barrier
was opened. The paras ran through the barrier in single file and west along William
Street and, as they did so, people who initially had just been moving slightly away from
the barrier started running west along William Street and away from William Street, I
do not recall the paras shouting anything or saying anything as they went through the
barrier, nor do I remember anyone shouting or saying anything to the paras. As soon as
the paras had moved through the barrier, the area in front of the barrier, where the crowd
had been, became very quiet. No vehicles went through the barrier and my platoon and
the three Pigs remained behind the barrier. I do not recall seeing people or any paras
come back east along William Street towards the barrier. It was also very quiet behind
me around Waterloo Place. I heard no shots being fired after the paras had run through
the barrier.

It was, I believe, around 5.00pm when the Royal Engineers returned to William Street
to take down the barrier and, again, my platoon was to give cover and protection to the
Royzl Engineers. After the Royal Engineers had dismantled the barrier, my platoon
returned to the barracks at Waterloo Place in the three Pigs. I had no idea of the events
taking place in the Bogside or the extent of the casualties as I returned to the barracks.

On arriving at Waterloo barracks, the rest of the men from A Company were already
there and the men were informed that Major UNK 156 a Company Commander had died
having been shot and seriously wounded quite some time before that day. I think that
there was a resident battalion at the barracks and my company simply used Waterloo
barracks that day for this operation. My company stayed at the barracks for around half
an hour before moving to a warehouse. On the journey from the barracks to the
warehouse I recall seeing a Land Rover in which there were paras wearing berets and
which had a banner hanging out of the back which read *“13-0". It was around 8.30pm
by that time. I did not understand the banner until the Company Commander informed
us of the events of that day when A Company reached the warehouse. There was not
much talk about the events of that day as the mood amongst the men was very solemn
because of the death of Major UNK 156 which dominated conversation.

There would have been a de-briefing for the whole battalion at some point but it probably
did not take place on 30 January 1972 itself because of the death of Major 156 that day.
The whole of A Company remained at the warehouse for a couple of days just sleeping
and resting.

1 left Derry in early 1973. I subsequently became a senior permanent Staff Instructor for
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