}. /Sergeant S. R. Panney states:~ T T T

.[ I a.ln a Sergeant of the Royal Ulster Constabulary and a memm

o PhotographVBranch Co Headguarters Belfaat.,fagpgg;day, 30th January, 1972,

PS34 : V- Tl
I was: on duty in Londonderry with/(':onsta.bles Simpson and Bro'nm, also of Fhotography

' Branch. This duty was in connection with a Civil Rights March. At 11,00 a.m. I
attended & briefing at Ebrington Barracks and was detailed by mﬁar
' Donnally to remazn in the William Street area as it was thought that this was the
" most 1ikely route for the march to approach the City. Shortly after dinner time
_I went to William Street uhere the Army had a barricade. I was accompanied by
'Constahles .Sig:;:l a.nd ?rs;ns: Ve vaited in the vicinity for some time and at
one stago we walked up Waterloo Street and surveyed the Bogside area from
Ha.:.]._ors Row, which is just bglow the City Walls in the vicinity of the Walker
Ho#qnent. We did this to See_ if there was any indication that the parade was on
.. .its vgj. We returned to Willin.m Street and again iaited thei-e for some time. .
" Juat befoi-e_ the parade arrived the Army closed off Hillin.m Street with a barbed

wire barricade which was ba.clpéd up by two armoured vehicles parked diagonally

" aeross the street. The parade came aglong Williem Street from the direction of

'Rossville Street and a rowdy elemant in front of it approached the barrier and
. atarted shoutlng obscenitiea at the Troops,. Thlﬂ was quickly followed up by a
'_:hail of migsiles. Parade steuarda tried to contain this rowdy element but they
. were wnéuccessful. The parad§; or what T could see of it, retreated down
w:.lllam étregt '_I:owa:rcla Rossv_i_lle strget _leay:i.ng a crowd of about 200=3%00 hurling
abuse and.missiles_at the Army. The missiles which I saw thrown included broken
bricka, bot_tl.es, stones, iron .bars, wr:n.:den pcles, broken caest iron dowmspouting
and o_].d-msted axe heaﬁs. - The attaci:a on the barricade and the Army came in wavesa .
| v:[th thé gttackel_fa advancing, huriing migailes and retreating .tlown'Chamberla.in
Street. This went 'on_ for some time with the Army talnng no other but evasive action.
| _@e_ atége was reached when the Army retaliated with rubber bulleta and by use nf
the water cannon, ' An soon as the water cannon arrived at the b&fricada and started
to Epray the rioters a C.S. gas grenade eiploded under it, imdbilising tlie crevw

of the water cannon and affecting ATmy, Police and Pressmen standing nearby.



The riotere-then obtained several e_heets of corrugated i:in for protection againsat

the rubber bullets and water 'ce_n'lior. ‘Missiles were thrown from behind these

.ahee'te of tin and the water cannon was used for the eecerid time. This had the

effect of e:aking the rioters retreat intoe dhemberiain S¢reet. 1_POr seversl minutes

bafore the -anateh aquads from the Pe.rachute Regiment went through the barricade,

: 'dilliam Street and Chamberlain Street became deserted. During the time the

Paras went along william Street I heard a number of .exploaiona but I can not say

what was the cause. - The reports were. similar to those that I had heard when the

-mbﬁr bullets were being fired.r I-followed the soldiers along William Street to

-~ the junetien of Rossville Street‘ where I remained for abeut 20 minutes. I there
.._.'._ea'w a number of people who had been erreete.d.__ T then walked up the right hand
side of Rossville Street wher__e"e member ‘'of the Knights of Malta told me that
.' 3 men had been killed by the Army a.nd 5 men injured. I walked ecross Rossville
* Street twoards a line of Army. vehicles aiid Isava Priest, whom I know to be

: Fr. Hnlvey running towa.rde the rear of the vehicle vhich I was approaching. He

- '_-.waa_vanng a white ha_ndkerchief and was followed by a younger priest. I was at

the_'re'ar'_of the vehicle when Fr, Mulvey arrived, The soldier who was etanding
-there 'opened the doors and the two prieefe climbed into the vehicle, There were

-'three bodies inaside the vehicle and I saw the pneete exa.mining them, After about

) -_-30 seconde Fr. Mulvey and the other m'ieet emerged from the wvehicle, I heard

’ Pr. Hulvey say to the eoldier "Where is the.t 0fficer who told me there was nobody
‘dead. I hope you got the guns that they were shooting you with", The two priests

' then departed. At no tme did the soldier at the rear of the vehicle speak to

the ptrieste. I then left the Roeenlle Street area and returned to Victoria

o 'R.U.c. Ste.tion whem(&agmmmy:dm—ne) that a Photographer was

required imned.iately at the Detention Centre at Craigaven Bridge Warrant

officer "~ | S.I. B, vas at the car park close to the bridge and he pointed out %0,

me a white Cortina car. This car was first examined by Captain -~ + AvPaluy
and when it vag gafe to.approach it I saw the ‘bociy of a’ yeung man lying in the
back seat. There was a nail bomb cléarly vieible in the deceaeed'e right trouser

53
pocket. I instructed onetable Smpso;)to take the necessary photographs and T
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. asﬁigﬁhénf at the car patk,(i

watched while Captain searched the body. He found a further 3 nail

‘bombs concealed about the clothing., ‘ALl four nail bombs were de-fused and

Conatable Simﬁson phdtog:éphed them, - On-completiOn_bf the photographic
o ' N T e

Bélréqt. During the afternmcon I exposed 3 x 100 ft. rolls of monochrome

cine f£ilm,

and myself returned to




The Bloody Sunday Inquiry

I, 8. R. Penney will say that:

2.
@
3.
4,
®
5.
6.
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I joined the Royal Ulster Constabulary in 1958 and I was appointed to the Photography
Branch in 1964. I was based in Belfast at R.U.C Headquarters, “Brooklyn”. Knock. At
that time Photography Branch covered the whole of Northern Ireland. Sometime in the
1970's the branch was enlarged and units were established in Londonderry and Armagh
[ went to Londonderry quite often but no more than any other photographer. [ remained
in Photography Branch until | was promoted and wransferred in 1979.

Photography Branch provided all the photographic needs of the R.U.C. These ranged
from all aspects of studio work to scenes of crime which included murders, serious
assaults, rape, burglaries, arson, motor accidents etc. Photography Branch also covered
V.L.P. visits and Investitures. :

From 1969, with the onset of civil unrest and the subsequent terrorist activity, the police
photographer’s job changed dramatically and life became very unpredictable. As well as
our normal type of work we had to respond to all sorts of atrocities such as expolsions,
murdess, knee capping incidents and [ife became one round of photographing serious
injury, death and post mortems. - -
My understanding of the Army arriving in Northern Ireland in 1969 was that they were
there to assist the R.U.C. contain the civil unrest. At that time we were a police force of
only 3,000 strong across the whole of Northern Ireland. I do not remember having any
great relationship with the Army as my function did not permit a continued involvement
with any particular unit but I always found the soldiers to be friendly men and women who

were simply doing a job. In comparison with other police I had very little contact with-

the Army. Sometimes we would use Army helicopters for aerial photography. I have
been asked if I knew of any police photographer using an Army helicopter to take cine
films of the parade on Bloody Sunday. 1do not know. I do not remember ever using an
Army helicopter to take cine films of a parade and [ cannot even remember if helicopters
were used in Londonderry on that day.

[ went to Londonderry on 30* January, 1972 to photograph the Civil Rights parade with
Constables Simpson and Brown. [ remember being briefed by Chief Iospector Donnelly
at Ebrington Barracks. The briefing was only for the three photographers and I do not
know, therefore, what any of the other police officers were briefed to do.

As far as T was aware, the parade on Sunday, 30% January, 1972 was no different to any
other Civil Rights parade. We were simply going to photograph the parade and any
disturbances. That day is different now, in hindsight, because of the subsequent events
but I would not say that it started out any differently to any other Civil Rights Parade.
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7. We walked to William Street trom the Police Station. We were wearing civvies and [ was
not armed. Occasionaily [ had to perform uniform duty and then I would be armed bt

this was for personal protection only. We did not have a radio on Sunday, 30 January,
1972.

8. Simpsecn and Brown both had stills cameras and [ bad the cine camera. Cine fifm was
normally used in addition to stills carmeras at parades. When exposed the cine films were
normally sent off to be processed by Kodak in Hemel Hempstead as we did not have the
facility in the R.U.C to process them ourselves. - '

S. The photographs and film were used for identifying rioters and this meant that we were
close to any action. Our job, on occasions like this, was to produce both photographs and
film so that the police could identify the people on the parade and any rioters. We would
produce the phutographs and film and send them to the investigating teams in the area or
the parade. [t was not our task to build up dossiers on any of the paraders or rioters.

1G. When we arrived at the Army barrier on William Street, which is marked on the map
attached as Attachment | as Barrier 14 (grid reference Q12) nothing was happening and
it was very quiet. At that time I think the barrier consisted of two Army Pigs parked
diagonally, nose to nose, across the stzeet. There were both soldiers and police behind
the barrier and the police knew who we were. I do not remember which Regiment the
soldiers were from. I do not know what the soldiers were doing; they secemed to be
merely hanging about and waiting.

11.  We were standing at the barrier for'quite some time, I cannot remember how long, and
I did not think the parade was going to come. At one point we walked to Nailor's Row,
which was just beneath the City Walls, to look into the Bogside and see if we could see
the parade coming. We did not see anything. We then went back to William Street and
stood behind Barrier 14 at about the poit marked “A' on the map attached as Attachment
1 (grid reference R12).

[2.  We then saw the crowd coming round the cormer fom Rossville Street into William Street
at grid reference NOS. Shortly afterwards a riot started. The people in the crowd were
throwing anything they could get their hands on at the soldiers behind the barrier,
including broken bricks, bdttles, iron bars, stones, wooden poles, broken cast iron
downspouting and old rusted axe heads. There were stewards at the front of the crowd
trying to calm things down but they could not do anything. The rioters also came at us
using large sheets of corrugated iron for their protection. For what seemed a long time
the soldiers did nothing; they took a lot of flak from the rioters. Then I heard some bangs
and I saw some of the soldiers firing rubber bullets. I cannot remember what bangs [
heard but [ have refreshed my memory by referring to my original statement which is
atiached as Attachment 2 and [ can confirm that the bangs I heard sounded like baton
guns being fired. [ do not know what the bangs were but [ believe I accorded them at the
time to the rubber bullets. { cannot remember how many soldiers [ saw firing rubber
bullets. The one thing I remember clearly, however, is the viciousness of the attack on
the soldiers before they retaliated with the rubber bullets.

[ 18 ]
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20.
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I also remember a water cannon being directed into the crowd. but this had very little
effect. 1 did not see the water canmon until it arrived at the barrier. At the time I was
standing on the left hand side of the sireet on the footpath and, as such, I did not have to
get out of the way of the water cannon when it approached the barrier.

[ can also remember CS gas being used. I was affected by the CS gas when it exploded
under the water cannon. [ believe the CS gas was thrown from the crowd. My
recollection is that the Army were only firing rubber bullets.

T have been asked whether I recall any bombs being thrown at the Army during the rioct.
[ do not remember any petrol bombs being thrown on that day.

[ was filming the riot but my main concern was to protect myself from any flying objects.

Everyone behind Barrier 14 was trying to take cover and protect themselves from the hail
of misiles being thrown.

I then clearly remmember that the crowd seemed to disappear and the area of William Street
to the west of Barrier 14 becarne almost deserted. At this time the Army was gathered
behind us and once the crowd had disappeared the Army moved in. I remember that the
soldiers were running and I walked in behind them. Soldiers in snatch squads would
normally carry batons as rifles would inhibit the snatch operation. On Sunday 30% January
1972 the other soldiers were armed with SLR's.

When [ went through Barrier 14, I saw from a distance about seven or eight civilians lined
up agaiost a wall on William Street, to the west of the junction with Rossville Street. [
have marked their approximate position as point ‘B’ on Attachment 1 (grid reference
MO08). The civilians had obviously been detained and were standing facing the wall with
their hands up on the wall. I do not remember any women in the group; I believe that they
were all men. Soldiers were guarding them. [ cannot remember how many soldiers there

_were but I believe they were armed. I have been shown several photographs of groups

of arrested civilians. I attach to this statement four photographs marked Attachments 3,

4, 5 and 6. I do not recognise any of these groups of people as being the group that [
saw.

I walked west up William Street towards the junction with Rossville Street and then
turned left (south) down Rossville Street at the junction (grid reference N09). When I
reached approximately the point marked ‘C' on Attachment 1 (grid reference
MI10/N10/MOS/N09), I met a first aid man who, I believe, was a member of the Knights
of Malta. I do not know where Simpson and Brown were at this time. The Knight of
Malta must have thought T was a Press man because I was carrying a camera. I cannot
remember any description of the Knight of malta, but he told me that there were three men

dead in the Pig, which was parked at about the point ‘D' on Attachment 1 (grid reference
N10).

I carried on walking south down Rossville Street towards the Pig. At the same time, [
saw two priests walking north up Rossville Street towards the Pig. I recognised one of
the priests as Father Mulvey. The other priest was younger, although [ cannot remember

JIPT .
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23.

24,

25.

26.
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what he looked like. There was a soldier standing at the rear (north) of the Pig and he
allowed the priests to get into the Pig. Both the priests went into the Pig and I could see
into the back of the Pig. [ was not diming at chis time. rowever, I could see three bodies
wogoticr n the back of the Pig. I cammot remember whether they were lying side by side
or on top of each other. Their feet were pointing towards me. I assumed that they were

dead but I do not know if that assuption was correct. I was very surprised to see three

people dead, even though I had heard bangs. I remember thinking that there was
obviously going to be trouble in the City after this because [ thought that it had been the
first time that anybody had been killed at a parade.

The priests emerged from the Pig after about 30 seconds. I heard Father Mulvey say to
the soldier, ~Where is that Officer who tvid me there was nobody dead. I hope you got
the guns they were shooting you with.” The two priests then departed. At no time did
the soldier at the rear of the vehicle speak to the priests.

1 cannot remember hearing any shots. I did not see anybody, either soldiers or czvlhans
firing guns at ali on that day, apart from the soldiers firing baton guns at Barrier i4.

I then returned to Victoria R U.C. Station and was told that a photographer was required
at Craigavon Bridge. Simpson and I then went to Craigavon Bridge by car. [ cannot
remember if Brown was with us at the time. I cannot remember whose car we were using.
The cine camera would have been in the car but as far as I was concemned the cine film
was no longer needed by this tirme.

When we arrived at Craigavon Bridge we went to a car park which was on the City side
of the River Foyle and which I have marked on the map as Attachment 7. I do not
remember what time of day it was but it was probably sometime before teatime.

At the car park an Army Officer pointed out a car to me. The ATO then introduced
himself and said that he was going to check the car for booby traps and that I should not
approach it. Neither the Army Officer nor the ATO told me what I had to photograph in
the car. I cannot remember who else was in the car park; there could bave been other
R.U.C. officers around and there were certainly Army personnel, but [ cannot say how
many. | am sure that other soldiers must have been at the car park as the ATO does not
work in isolation, He normally has a team of soldiers to protect the scene. The ATO
would not have let anyone near the car and would have stopped people approaching it
until he had checked and cleared it for booby traps.

The ATO approached the car and checked it. Once he had established that the car was
safe he called me over to it and I saw the body of 2 young man lying in the back seat. He
was lying on his back and he looked dead although I could not see any wounds and could
not tell how he had died. T think he was wearing a denim jacket and denim trousers. I
could see what I took to be a nail bomb partly protruding from his right trouser pocket.
The ATO then searched the body in my presence. He searched the other pockets and, in
the outside pockets of his denim jacket, found two more nail bombs. There was also
another nail bomb in the left trouser pocket.

——
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Upon seeing the nail bombs [ directed Simpson to take photograpbs of the body. I cannot
rememter i Simpson had amnrnached the car with me ~r wwhethar T enlled him over to take
the photographs.

[ have been shown two photographs which are attached to this statement as Attachments

8and 9. Attachment 8 shows the car which I saw in the car park that day. Attachiment

9 shows a photograph of the body that I saw but it is not the photograph that I directed
Const. Simpson to take. I believe that the photograph which Simpson took was taken
from the front seat of the car, looking directly over the body, probably with a2 wide angle
lens. As far as { can remember the four nail bombs were visible. I am nearly certain that
this image is a photograph which I have seen and not merely a mental image. I do know.
however, that [ did not get into the car at all. If there are further photographs of this
ncident the negatives should be held in R U.C. Headquarters and would normally be filed
i1 an album under the title of the job, for example, “Civil Rights Parade in Derry on 30"
January, 1972,” or more likely *Death of (Christian Name) (Surname) in Derry on
Sunday , 30% January, 1972. —

I understand that there have been allegations that the nail bombs were planted on this
body. I cannot comment on the allegations excapt to say that while [ was there the only
person who touched the body was the ATO. I did not even touch, let alone search, the
body. I have a very clear recollection that dayof seeing four nail bombs on the body in
the back seat of the car. [ do not know where the car had come from. I presume that
someone had driven it there. The car was in the car park when I arrived and I had been.
directed by a senior police officer to photograph it. '

After Simpson had taken the photographs we returned to Victoria R.U.C. Station to get
released by a superior officer bafore travelling back to Belfast. As far as [ can remember
the car with the body inside it was stil} at the car park when I left.

[ cannot remember how [ heard what had happened on Sunday 30" January, 1972 but I
probably heard that night or the following day by radio or television. I did not attend any
of the Post Mortems of the decsased from that day and I do not know who did.

By reference to my original statement, which is attached as Attachment 2, I note that [
exposed three rolls of cine flm on that day. The films, once exposed, would then need

" to be processed. [ estimate that I took approximately 7% minutes of cine film on that day

but [ would not have run it continuously. The film would have been exposed in segments.
From memory [ think there are 2% minutes of film per 100 foot roll. I only took cine film
of the riot and then stopped because it seemed very quiet afterwards and, as far as I was
concerned, there was nothing more to flm.

The next day the still photographs would have had to be processed. As [ have already
said, we did not have the facilities to process cine films in Photography Branch and |
believe that they were sent to Kodak for processing on Monday, 31 January, {972. I do
not remember the films being returned and I do not have any recollection of watching the
film. Normally [ would have watched the films and put all three rolls of film onto one reel
which would have then been sent to the investigating team in Londonderry. I did not keep
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35.

36.

37.

38.

Signed
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copies of the film; there was only the original. T do not think the film which I took would
have ended up on any TV reports. I do not know what happened to this film.

I have already referred to my original statement which [ made shortly atter 30® January,
1972 and which is attached as Attachment 2. I would normally make a statement if T had
attended the scene of a crime. This could be used at a later stage to detail my actions and
prove any photographs which I had taken. The normai proceaure was for me to write out
my statement in longhand and then bave it typed m the Criminal Kecord Lifice Typing
Pool Once it was typed [ would check and sign the statement and forward it to the
nvestigating ofiicer along with any photographs which [ had taken. ’

The statement attached at Attachment 2 is the statement which I made at the time and I
confirm that it is my signature at the end of the statement. The statement attached at
Attachment 10 is slightly different in that it appears to have substituted ~~-es far names.]
do not know who did this and I do not know what “PS33" stands f&r. “PS33" was not
my police number. This statement has also deleted the first line of the statement attached
as Attachment 2, with which I started every statement [ made.

The statement attached as Attachment 2 describe< the secldiers that | saw as
“paratroopers”. I now accept that they were paratroopers because [ have s2id in 1972
that they were, but [ would not have remembered this without reading the statement at
Attachment2. I have also referred to a “detention centre”. This was an area which was

designated at the time as a dctcnnon centre, although [ do oot remember seeing any
detainees there.

After the event I gave oral evidence at the hearings of the Widgery Inquiry at Coleraine.
I remember taking the Oath and being examined and cross examined. I cannot remember
what [ was asked but I did aot feel uncomfortable during the proceedings. I assume wmar
[ was asked to give my name but [ do not have any recollection of it. 1 do not have any
feelings on the outcome of that Inquiry. '

[ have never discussed the events of Bloody Sunday with the media.
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